Spread of a pharyngeal cancer to the abdominal wall after percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy.
Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy is frequently used in patients with head and neck cancer to establish enteral access for feeding. Spread of head and neck cancer to the gastrostomy site is a rare but increasingly reported complication after percutaneous endoscopic placement. We report the 13th such case in the literature, occurring in a 51-year-old black man with squamous cell carcinoma of the hypopharynx. The mode of tumor spread to the gastrostomy site remains debatable. Evidence exists for hematogenous dissemination and direct implantation. We think percutaneous endoscopic techniques for enteral access in this patient population are contraindicated, and we advocate a laparoscopic approach for gastrostomy placement.